


H 


1 




CHILE \ 

Folio win* Secretary Simon's recent 
“Id,, the military regime freed 49 politic*! 
prisoner* and g«ve every , indication of 
finally being serious about Improving iti 
performance in the human rightsfield.an 
are* i d >vhlcb it had been subjected to 
itrong Intern* tlon*l criticism ever ilnce it 
time to power, The government an- 
nounced that a number of military and 
security personnel had been brought to 
trial on charges of mistreating prisoner* 
and toai other step* to correct abuses. 
Frejident Pinochet announced latt 
Wednesday •hat SO additional detained 
would be released toon. 

Last week, however, the government 
arrested about 50 persons, including the 
four highest ranking members of the 
Communist Tarty, oil ing the poiwhii ity of 
leflitt-intpired violence. Although there 
have been n o major terrorist incidents 
since tough state-of-slcge measure* were 
imposed following the coup in September 
I97.\ security forces claim to have infor- 
mation on pl»ns for oolilical 
assassinations and s.^-jlage intended to 
embarrass the Pinochet government. 

Security forces have been placed o n 
alert, and police patrols are being rein- 
forced fhroughou! the country In advance 
of the OAS General Assembly session 
scheduled to begin on June 4. Guards are 
being posted around embassies i n San- 
tiago to prevent any staged rash for 
politic*) asylum by agitators attempting 
; to give substance lo their charges of 
1 repression. Prominent prisoners are being 
pul under tight security wraps for fear left, 
fsu may • Kempt to niauinite them and 
place the blame on the junta. 

Among other move* likely to give the 
government's critic* new ammunition, in- 
telligence agenti last week arrested 
lawyer rho has worked with the Catholic 
Church On human rights cases and who 
recently met with a visiting US c o n - 
gressiona! delegation. The international 
press is almost certain to play up the 
meeting with the US delegation as the 
poiilblcmotlvationforthe • rrest, 
whstever the actual fact* of the ease are. 
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j . f Cardinal Sdfc j j • 

Chile's Csrdmal S‘ tT 4HBflHSI 
is prepared to mam 
si fong public prolcjt over the incident. A 
biiter chureh-itale confrontation on 
human rfghU at ihl* time wouk! only un- 
dermine the military regime*! afforta to 
improve it» Image. ] 
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